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taste, which form unwelcome blemishes in his work,
and just put it down below the line of first-rate
excellence which it ought to occupy. Morally, in
that love of reality, and of all that is high and noble
in character, which certainly marked him, he was
much better than many suppose, who know only the
strength of his animosities and the bitterness of his
sarcasm. Intellectually, in reach, and fulness, and
solidity of mental power, it may be doubted whether
he was so great as it has recently been the fashion to
rate him.